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Trev Deeley

Motorcycle Collection

Rain or shine, it's worth a visit

photos by Albert Lu

otorcyclists tak-

ing a run north of

the border quick-
ly discover nature’s mag-
netic force. In and around
Vancouver, British Colum-
bia, the call of the wild
draws us onto the area’s al-
luring roads that allow rid-
ers to glide from one turn to
another with ease.

e ds i M wita Fy - ;
Trev Deeley enjoyed developing new features on existing Harley models, includ-
ing Sportsters. This tank belongs to Trevster Il.
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were custom made for Trev Deeley.

After a few miles, you'll be con-
vinced—as I was—that Vancouver’s
curve-happy, undulating roads
were made to mimic the dramatic
mountain views that they embrace.
But with the lushness of forested
coastlines and the finicky winds
over Pacific waters comes wet
weather. So, if you wake up to over-
cast skies during your visit to the
Pacific Northwest—you should def-
initely count on rain—and don’t feel
like braving ubiquitous run-offs,
stop in at the Trev Deeley Motorcy-
cle Collection near downtown Van-
couver.

This Trevster prototype is one of four Harley-Davidsons that  This 1935 Sidecar Taxi is the only surviving model of the two
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that were built in Bellingham, Washington.

the decades, bikes arrived from
darkened basements and dusty
barns, straight from the factory or as
donations. Today, over 50 different
makes (Harley-Davidsons enjoy a
large presence) encompass the col-
lection, a result of the friendship be-
tween Deeley and the late Fred
Pazaski, a co-owner of the Harley-
Davidson dealership Northwest
Cycle Company, in Bellingham,
Washington. Deeley created the vi-
sion and provided the financial re-
sources, while Pazaski uncovered,
researched and restored the bikes.

The world-class collec-
tion, established in 1993,
showcases nearly 300 mo-
torcycles from every era of
motorcycling history. The
museum’s namesake, Trev
Deeley, a 1998 Motorcycle
Hall of Fame inductee, was
the first non-American to
serve on Harley-David-
son’s board of directors
and the first Canadian to
receive the Dud Perkins
Award. Known as Cana-
da’s Mr. Motorcycle, Dee-
ley collected, sold and
raced motorcycles through-
out his life. '

The collection contains many rare
Harley-Davidson motorcycles, in-
cluding The Motor Company’s first
pedal-powered bike; Steve Mc-
Queen’s 1929 DL; and the 1982
Nova V-4, a prototype of H-D's first
water-cooled bike and the only one
that exists outside the factory. Other
notable models are a 1922 WJ Sport
Twin, a horizontally opposed twin-
cylinder model produced from 1919
until 1923 when the American mar-
ket showed its preference for the V-
twin; a 1935 Sidecar Taxi mounted

on an H-D commercial chassis, the
conkined

Deeley began collecting
motorcycles in 1936, when
he was 16 years old. Over

IronWorks December 2006

The collection includes quite a few vintage and classic Harley-Davidsons, including this 1922
WJ Sport Twin.
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A GREAT IDEA JUST GOT BETTER!

Convert Ordinary Brake Lights Into Attention Getting Signals
BOTH MODULES WORK WITH L.E.D. & INCANDESCENT BULBS

PN 01004
Price: $39.95

Jne: Emits a visual signal of
g tﬁashe followed by 1 long flash (3.5
seconds). This pattern automatically repeats
itself as long as the brakes are applied.

: Emits a visual
signal of 5 short flashes, followed by
a steady on light that remains on
as long as the brakes are
applied.

Emits 4 alternating quick
flashes of the left & right brake
lights, followed by 3 short flashes
& 1 long flash of both brakes lights
The 3 short flashes 1 long flash pattern.
automatically repeats as long as the
brakes are applied.

User Selected Mode Two: Emits a visual signal of
alternating quick flashes of the left & right brake lights,
followed by 3 short flashes of both brake lights & then
the brake light remains steady on until the brake is released.

Emergeﬁcy
Flasher.

PN 01009
Price: $39.95

Reader Service No. 42

Worlds Largest Setecamn of Amenca'n. Made Blker& Cruiser Jacke 15 in Naked Cowhide, Seerhide and Horsehide
Leather Vests, Chaps, Pants, Skullcaps, Patches, Pins & MC Accessories. Military Flight & Bomber Jackets, foo!

[ FREE Shipping within the USA and Military APOJFPO Addresses
Shop Online - http://iwww.legendaryusa.com

Reader Service No. 43
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only surviving model of the two
that were built; and a 1936 EL
Knucklehead, Deeley’s all-time fa-
vorite bike and the first overhead
valve V-twin on the market.
Harley-Davidson also custom-
built four Trevster prototype motor-
cycles based on Deeley’s specifica-
tions, among them a 1997 Sport-
ster—TIrevster [—considered to be
the first Sportster with rubber en-
gine mounts. Many insiders consid-
er these bikes to be the working pro-
totypes for the current XL models.
There are also bikes on loan from
private collectors. Look for the 1963
Desert Triumph once owned by
Steve McQueen, and a 1985 ELT
Tour Glide formerly owned by Mal-
colm Forbes of Forbes magazine
fame. Don’t forget to check out
other makes besides Harley-David-
son—Indian, Moto Guzzi, Honda
and Royal Enfield, to name a few.
Plans are underway to relocate
the collection later this year to the
same Vancouver site as the Trev
Deeley Harley-Davidson and Buell
dealership—the world’s second-old-
est motorcycle dealership. The col-
lection will be displayed according
to three or four themed exhibits that
will be rotated throughout the year;
no surprise, the first theme will
focus on Harley-Davidsons. View-
ing hours for the collection will also
expand to coincide with the dealer-
ship’s hours.
The last time I visited Vancouver,
I stopped by the collection even
though it wasn't raining. I couldn’t
resist, 50 the blue skies outside wait-
ed for me while I journeyed one
more time through Trev Deeley’s
sea of motorcycles.—Joanne Liu

Resource

Trev Deeley Motorcycle
Collection

Richmond, BC Canada
604-273-5421

E-mail BevinJones@deeley.com
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